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unlocking the economic potential of 
domestic energy resources, while re-
ducing the environmental footprint of 
fossil fuels. Founded as the Institute of 
Gas Technology in 1941, the institute 
worked closely with the Illinois Insti-
tute of Technology to train graduate 
engineers to lead the development of 
the gas industry. As national focus 
shifted to gas research and develop-
ment in the 1970s, the Gas Research In-
stitute took shape to focus on natural 
gas supply, transportation, distribu-
tion, and utilization. In 2000, these two 
renowned programs united under the 
GTI umbrella where they continue to 
build off of past successes as a premier 
research, development, and training or-
ganization serving the global natural 
gas and energy markets. 

GTI’s most profound successes are 
known across the globe. From cata-
lyzing the U.S. shale gas revolution 
through innovative research and devel-
opment in the 1980s and 1990s, to help-
ing to put the first hydrogen fuel cell 
bus on the road in 2006, to its 65 patents 
on high-efficiency, low-NOX burners 
and systems, GTI has a strong industry 
reputation for innovation and con-
ducting the work necessary to ensure 
our domestic supplies are utilized to 
their full potential while national and 
global priorities continue to shift. Our 
Nation continues to benefit from GTI’s 
expertise in developing gas distribution 
technologies and reducing energy de-
livery costs, as well as innovations in 
the detection, quantification, and miti-
gation of methane emissions from the 
natural gas sector. Its current efforts 
with the hydraulic fracturing test site 
will continue this tradition, improving 
air and water quality by increasing en-
vironmentally sustainable extraction 
methods. 

I congratulate and commend GTI for 
their continued commitment to pro-
viding technology-based solutions that 
expand U.S. energy production and fos-
ter economic growth, while also mini-
mizing impacts to the environment. 
GTI’s efforts in the past, present, and 
future are key to boosting American 
competitiveness, and I look forward to 
celebrating future milestones.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE HARTFORD 
STEAM BOILER INSPECTION AND 
INSURANCE COMPANY 

∑ Mr. MURPHY. Mr. President, 150 
years ago, as the United States and the 
world advanced out of the industrial 
revolution, several young businessmen 
formed the Hartford Steam Boiler In-
spection and Insurance Company, HSB, 
in Hartford, CT. I am proud to rep-
resent this company and want to con-
gratulate HSB on its 150th anniversary 
for its vital contribution to the econ-
omy of Connecticut, as well as the rest 
of the Nation. 

During the industrial revolution in 
the mid-to-late 19th century, steam 
boilers were used to drive industrial 
machinery, locomotives, and steam-
boats. Steam-powered engines allowed 

for the rapid growth and expansion of 
industry in the United States; these 
engines enabled the effective transpor-
tation of goods across the country. 
Steam power also permitted factories 
in Connecticut to produce and market 
goods more efficiently than ever be-
fore. 

The tremendous benefits provided by 
steam engines and boilers, however, 
came with considerable risks. During 
the 1850s, boiler explosions occurred at 
an estimated rate of once every 4 days. 
Believing that better materials, better 
design, and regular inspections could 
reduce the number of dangerous boiler 
explosions, in 1857, several Hartford en-
trepreneurs started ‘‘the Polytechnic 
Club,’’ as a means to discuss practical 
changes to boilers that could mitigate 
the chances of worker injury and 
death. These discussions helped lead to 
the formation of HSB. 

The Hartford Steam Boiler Inspec-
tion and Insurance Company was offi-
cially founded in 1866 on the premise 
that quality boiler inspections would 
enhance industrial safety, and that in-
surance provides a valuable financial 
incentive to ensure businesses conduct 
these inspections. From its founding, 
HSB’s primary goals have been to im-
prove safety and prevent losses for in-
dustrial businesses. 

Today HSB continues to set the 
standard for equipment breakdown in-
surance, as well as a variety of other 
insurance products. I am proud to 
honor this company’s long and distin-
guished role in America’s industrial 
economy. Congratulations to the Hart-
ford Steam Boiler Inspection and In-
surance Company, and best of luck in 
the years to come.∑ 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE COLUMBUS 
ASIAN FESTIVAL 

∑ Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, today 
I wish to acknowledge the 22st annual 
Columbus Asian Festival as we cele-
brate the month of May as Asian Pa-
cific American Heritage Month. The 
first Asian Festival was held in 1995 
with a mission to promote the impor-
tance of cultural diversity in building a 
vibrant, prosperous, and healthy com-
munity. Since then, the Asian Festival 
continues to fulfill its mission and at-
tracts over 100,000 visitors annually to 
the central Ohio region. 

The Asian Festival offers a variety of 
activities for the community high-
lighting the culture of Asia and the Pa-
cific Islands. The values of the Asian 
Festival include the following: show-
casing cultural heritage, advocating 
the importance of lifelong learning and 
education, providing a fun and enter-
taining experience, nurturing commu-
nity collaboration and strong relation-
ships, fostering a healthy lifestyle and 
quality of life, and serving with integ-
rity. 

Visitors to the Asian Festival will 
experience hands-on art demonstra-
tions, interactive dance performances, 
Asian music, Tai chi, martial arts 

workshops, Asian games, Asian cuisine, 
and much more. 

I am honored to be participating this 
year in the Asian Festival during its 
opening ceremony to see firsthand how 
this important event celebrates the 
rich tradition of Asian Pacific heritage 
and promotes cultural diversity in 
Ohio. 

Congratulations to all who were in-
volved in making it a success.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The messages received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.) 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 9:50 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bills, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 4909. An act to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2017 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense activities 
of the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 5233. An act to repeal the Local Budg-
et Autonomy Amendment Act of 2012, to 
amend the District of Columbia Home Rule 
Act to clarify the respective roles of the Dis-
trict government and Congress in the local 
budget process of the District government, 
and for other purposes. 

At 3:40 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bills, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 4974. An act making appropriations 
for military construction, the Department of 
Veterans Affairs, and related agencies for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2017, and 
for other purposes. 

H.R. 5243. An act making appropriations 
for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2016, 
to strengthen public health activities in re-
sponse to the Zika virus, and for other pur-
poses. 

The message further announced that 
the House has passed the following bill, 
with amendment, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

S. 2012. An act to provide for the mod-
ernization of the energy policy of the United 
States, and for other purposes. 

The message also announced that the 
House insists upon its amendment to 
the bill (S. 2012) to provide for the mod-
ernization of the energy policy of the 
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United States, and for other purposes, 
and asks a conference with the Senate 
on the disagreeing votes of the two 
Houses thereon; and appoints the fol-
lowing Members as managers of the 
conference on the part of the House: 

From the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce, for consideration of the 
Senate bill, and the House amendment, 
and modifications committed to con-
ference: Messrs. UPTON, BARTON, WHIT-
FIELD, SHIMKUS, LATTA, Mrs. MCMORRIS 
RODGERS, Messrs. OLSON, MCKINLEY, 
POMPEO, GRIFFITH, JOHNSON of Ohio, 
FLORES, MULLIN, PALLONE, RUSH, Mrs. 
CAPPS, Ms. MATSUI, Ms. CASTOR of 
Florida, Messrs. SARBANES, WELCH, BEN 
RAY Lujan of New Mexico, TONKO and 
LOEBSACK. 

From the Committee on Agriculture, 
for consideration of sections 3017, 3305, 
4501, 4502, 5002, part II of subtitle C of 
title X, and section 10233 of the Senate 
bill, and sections 1116 and 5013 of divi-
sion A, division B, and sections 1031, 
1032, 1035–1037, subtitle K of title I, sec-
tion 2013, subtitles F, M, and Q of title 
II, and title XXV of division C of the 
House amendment, and modifications 
committed to conference: Messrs. CON-
AWAY, THOMPSON of Pennsylvania, and 
PETERSON. 

From the Committee on Natural Re-
sources, for consideration of sections 
2308, 3001, part II of title II, 3017, 3104, 
3109, 3201, 3301–3306, 3308–3312, 4006, 4401, 
4403, 4405, 4407, 4410, 4412–4414, title V, 
section 6001, subtitle A of title VI, sec-
tion 6202, title VII, title IX, subtitles A, 
B, and C of title X, parts I, II, III, and 
IV of subtitle D of title X, and sections 
10341 and 10345 of the Senate bill, and 
sections 1115 and 1116 of division A, di-
vision B, and division C of the House 
amendment, and modifications com-
mitted to conference: Messrs. BISHOP of 
Utah, YOUNG of Alaska, Mrs. LUMMIS, 
Messrs. DENHAM, WESTERMAN, GRI-
JALVA, HUFFMAN, and Mrs. DINGELL. 

From the Committee on Science, 
Space, and Technology for consider-
ation of sections 1014, 1201, 1203, 1301– 
1304, 1306–1308, 1310, 1311, 2002, 2301, 2401, 
part III of subtitle A of title III, sec-
tions 3101, 3302, 3307, 3402, 3403, 3501, 
3502, 4001, 4002, 4006, 4101, subtitle C of 
title IV, sections 4402, 4404, 4406, 4720, 
4721, 4727, 4728, and 4737 of the Senate 
bill, and section 1109 and title VII of di-
vision A, and division D of the House 
amendment, and modifications com-
mitted to conference: Messrs. SMITH of 
Texas, WEBER of Texas, and Ms. EDDIE 
BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 

From the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure for consider-
ation of sections 1005, 1006, 1010, 1014, 
1016–1019, 1022, 3001, 4724, title VII, and 
section 10331 of the Senate bill, and 
sections 2007, 3116, 3117, and 3141 of divi-
sion A, and title IX of division B, sub-
title D of title II of division C of the 
House amendment, and modifications 
committed to conference: Messrs. 
HARDY, ZELDIN, and DEFAZIO. 

The message further announced that 
the House agrees to the amendment of 
the Senate to the bill (H.R. 2577) mak-

ing appropriations for the Departments 
of Transportation, and Housing and 
Urban Development, and related agen-
cies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2016, and for other purposes, 
with an amendment, in which it re-
quests the concurrence of the Senate. 

The message also announced that the 
House insists upon its amendment to 
the Senate amendment to the bill (H.R. 
2577) making appropriations for the De-
partments of Transportation, and 
Housing and Urban Development, and 
related agencies for the fiscal year end-
ing September 30, 2016, and for other 
purposes, and asks a conference with 
the Senate on the disagreeing votes of 
the two Houses thereon, and that Mr. 
ROGERS of Kentucky, Ms. GRANGER, 
Messrs. COLE, DENT, FORTENBERRY, 
ROONEY of Florida, VALADAO, Mrs. 
ROBY, Mrs. LOWEY, Ms. DELAURO, 
Messrs. SERRANO, BISHOP of Georgia, 
and Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ be man-
agers of the conference on the part of 
the House. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bills were read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 1887. An act to authorize the Comp-
troller General of the United States to assess 
a study on the alternatives for the disposi-
tion of Plum Island Animal Disease Center, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

H.R. 5233. An act to repeal the Local Budg-
et Autonomy Amendment Act of 2012, to 
amend the District of Columbia Home Rule 
Act to clarify the respective roles of the Dis-
trict government and Congress in the local 
budget process of the District government, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs. 

f 

MEASURES PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR 

The following bills were read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and placed on the calendar: 

H.R. 4909. An act to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2017 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense activities 
of the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 4974. An act making appropriations 
for military construction, the Department of 
Veterans Affairs, and related agencies for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2017, and 
for other purposes. 

f 

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME 

The following bill was read the first 
time: 

S. 3011. A bill to improve the account-
ability, efficiency, transparency, and overall 
effectiveness of the Federal Government. 

f 

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 

accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–5591. A communication from the Ad-
ministrator, Rural Business-Cooperative 
Service, Department of Agriculture, trans-
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Guaranteed Loanmaking and Serv-
icing Regulations’’ (RIN0570–AA85) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on May 23, 2016; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

EC–5592. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary of Defense (Legislative Af-
fairs), transmitting legislative proposals rel-
ative to the ‘‘National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2017’’; to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. 

EC–5593. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a six-month periodic report relative to 
the continuation of the national emergency 
with respect to the proliferation of weapons 
of mass destruction that was originally de-
clared in Executive Order 12938 of November 
14, 1994; to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC–5594. A communication from the Direc-
tor of Congressional Affairs, Office of Chief 
Financial Officer, Nuclear Regulatory Com-
mission, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Variable Annual 
Fee Structure for Small Modular Reactors’’ 
((RIN3150–AI54) (NRC–2008–0664)) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
May 23, 2016; to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works. 

EC–5595. A communication from the Ad-
ministrator of the Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, a re-
port entitled ‘‘Review of the Allotment of 
the Clean Water State Revolving Fund 
(CWSRF)’’; to the Committee on Environ-
ment and Public Works. 

EC–5596. A communication from the Chair-
man of the United States International 
Trade Commission, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, a report entitled ‘‘Trans-Pacific Part-
nership Agreement: Likely Impact on the 
U.S. Economy and on Specific Industry Sec-
tors’’; to the Committee on Finance. 

EC–5597. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary, Legislative Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a report entitled ‘‘Report to Congress on 
2015 Trafficking in Persons Report Tier 3 to 
Tier 2 Watch List Upgrades’’; to the Com-
mittee on Finance. 

EC–5598. A communication from the Assist-
ant Legal Adviser for Treaty Affairs, Depart-
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to the 
Case-Zablocki Act, 1 U.S.C. 112b, as amended, 
the report of the texts and background state-
ments of international agreements, other 
than treaties (List 2016–0066—2016–0070); to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC–5599. A communication from the Assist-
ant Administrator for Policy, Wage and Hour 
Division, Department of Labor, transmit-
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en-
titled ‘‘Defining and Delimiting the Exemp-
tions for Executive, Administrative, Profes-
sional, Outside Sales and Computer Employ-
ees’’ (RIN1235–AA11) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on May 23, 2016; 
to the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–5600. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary for Legislation, Department of 
Health and Human Services, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, a report entitled ‘‘Fiscal 
Year 2014 Distribution of Funds Under Sec-
tion 330 of the Public Health Service Act Re-
port to Congress’’; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC–5601. A communication from the Assist-
ant Secretary for Legislation, Department of 
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